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6 STEPS TO BUYING 
A NEW TOYOTA
Today, drivers have more choices than ever before when it comes to shopping for a new Toyota. 
With all the various models, trim levels, additional packages, and array of engine options, it’s 
important to know what you’re looking for when you shop for a car. 

For that, research is essential. When you have a program of steps to follow in your car-shopping 
process, you can ensure that no stone is left unturned. You’ll be much more likely to choose a ride 
that keeps you happy in the long run, while meeting your budget and lifestyle.  

This eBook will equip you with the steps any car shopper should take, from researching online 
to choosing the right dealership to taking your car for a test drive. When you’re finished reading, 
you’ll have a clearer understanding of how to shape your shopping adventure from start to finish!

For now, let’s start with the first step in the process: setting a budget.
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STEP 1: SET YOUR BUDGET CAREFULLY
Do you know how much you’re willing to spend on a new Toyota? It’s important to set a budget early 
on, as knowing your limits can help you avoid making unrealistic impulse purchases. You’ll want to 
consider, too, just how you’ll go about financing it: paying outright, taking out a loan, or leasing. 

If you’re budgeting for monthly car payments, a good rule of thumb is keep them at 20 percent or 
less of your monthly take-home pay. When it comes to choosing loan terms, keeping them at 48 
months (4 years) or less is a great way to ensure that you pay off your ride in a timely fashion. 

Many Toyota dealers offer special incentives and promotions that make budgeting for a new car 
easier. If you find yourself falling for a vehicle that’s over your budget, you can always ask your 
dealer about deals and offers that may reduce the sticker price on your favorite car. 
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STEP 2: CHOOSE YOUR TOYOTA CAR
This sounds straightforward, but there’s a lot that goes into picking the perfect car for you. 
You’ll want to consider, first and foremost, the purposes your car is being used for. 

Do you need a vehicle that can haul the whole family comfortably, along with plenty of cargo? 
If so, you may want to consider an SUV or crossover vehicle, like the Sequoia, 4Runner, 
Highlander, or RAV4. If it’s an efficient commuter car you want, the Corolla and Prius are  
more than up for the job. 

For hauling and towing, check out pickup trucks like the Tundra or Tacoma. If it’s a flashy 
and sporty ride you’re after, the agile Toyota 86 may be worth considering. When you are 
researching, use as many reputable resources as possible to examine all angles.

The manufacturer’s web page for each Toyota model is a good source for learning about vehicle 
specs and features. Professional reviews on U.S. News & World Reports and Edmunds.com are 
great for getting some perspective on your favorite models. Never choose your car based on a 
single review—make sure you take a variety of opinions into account. You should also consider 
how you feel about the car, which is easier after you’ve taken a test drive (see Step 5).  
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STEP 3: PICK ALL YOUR OPTIONS
With Toyota cars, choosing the model is just the beginning. There are a variety of other options you 
need to consider, including available technologies and features to enhance your ride. Depending on 
your needs and the model in question, you’ll want to familiarize yourself with some of the following:

Engines & Powertrains. Some Toyota models offer just one engine. Others include a wide range, and 
it’s up to you to decide which delivers just the right combination of horsepower and torque to get 
you moving.

Plus, certain gas-powered Toyota models have hybrid variants to enhance fuel economy. The Prius 
is the original hybrid, but the Avalon, Camry, Highlander, and RAV4 each have versions with hybrid 
capability. If the pairing of a gas engine with an electric motor intrigues you, pay special attention to 
what these models have to offer. 

Trim Levels. Different trim levels of each model will feature different technologies, design features, 
and sometimes engines. For example, the base Sienna minivan includes a standard moonroof on its 
upper-tier XLE trim, but the feature is lacking from the base LE trim. Decide what features you can’t 
live without and choose the Toyota trim level to match. 

Colors & Added Packages. You can customize the style of your Toyota car by choosing from select 
colors for the interior fabrics and exterior paint, and those available will differ by model and trim 
level. Also, the availability of packages lets you customize certain aspects of your vehicle by adding 
features like sportier wheels and more convenience technology. 
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STEP 4: FIND THE BEST DEALERSHIP
FOR THE DEAL
When you have all the important trim levels and packages locked down, it’s time to find a dealership 
with your specific model, trim, color, and packages in stock. Not only that, but you want to choose 
a dealership that can: (1) offer you the best value, (2) provide expert information, and (3) act as a 
continuing resource for your automotive needs. 

Here’s what you need to do to find that dream dealer:

Research the Dealer. Learn more about the dealer’s history and reputation in the community. Search 
their website, and you can find out how long they’ve been in business, any recent awards they’ve 
earned, and any added services they may offer, like maintenance and parts. You can ask friends and 
family who have shopped there before, and websites like DealerRater.com are enormously helpful.  

Find New Car Incentives. Many dealerships offer specials and deals on select new cars, as well as 
financing incentives. It’s in your interest to find a dealer that offers these for the car models you’re 
considering. If you’re a new grad or member of the military, find out if there are any discount 
programs that can save you even more. 
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STEP 5: TAKE YOUR TEST DRIVE
Now, it’s time to see if the specs you looked at on paper match your experience behind the wheel! 
Once you’ve located the right dealership, you need to get behind the wheel to decide which car is 
best for you.

Assuming you’re considering multiple cars, it’s a good idea to schedule your test drives on the same 
day, so each drive is fresh in your mind as a good point of comparison to the next.  

What to Look for On the Test Drive
The test drive is your best opportunity to get a firsthand feel for the cars you are considering. 
Walk into it eyes open and make sure you pay attention to several factors that may influence your 
decision, like these:

Comfort & Convenience. Sit in the driver’s seat and adjust the steering wheel, mirrors, and seat for 
your optimal position. How does it feel? Is there good rearview visibility and minimal blind spots? 
Can you see, sit, and use steering wheel and dashboard controls easily? 

Performance & Handling. When you’re comfortable, start the engine and commence your drive. 
Listen to what you hear inside the cabin without the audio system in use, so you can see how well 
the car insulates the cabin from outside noises. 

Try out several different kinds of roads, from highways to backroads to town streets—even roadways 
with lots of bumps, cracks, or potholes. Make sure the vehicle accelerates, corners, and handles 
sharp curves and road imperfections to your liking. Gauge handling and performance on a wide range 
of road types. 

Technology Features. Test out the Toyota Entune™ Audio system and other advanced technology 
features in the vehicle, like automatic climate control. Make sure the infotainment touchscreen and 
all the buttons are intuitive and easy to navigate for you, as you’ll likely be using them daily. 

Trunk & Rear Seats. These ones are easy to forget about, but important to do. Before or after your 
drive, check out the cargo area or trunk size and opening to make sure it is spacious enough for all 
you need to haul around. Check rear seat legroom and headroom as well, to make sure the cabin is 
roomy enough for your future passengers. 

How Many Test Drives?
As many as you need! Especially if you’re test driving multiple vehicles, don’t be afraid to ask for a 
second or third go at it. As you narrow your choices, it can be very helpful to get behind the wheel 
multiple times to make your decision easier. Be comfortable doing whatever you need to feel 
confident in your decision.
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STEP 6: CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
FINANCING OPTIONS
Remember that budgeting you did all the way back in Step 1? It’ll come in handy when it’s time 
to discuss financing options. If you’ve already considered the terms and monthly payments 
(if any), you’ll have an easier go of it when it comes to choosing finance plans. 

You have several options when it comes to financing your Toyota car. You can choose to 
acquire financing through the dealer, or you can bring your own plan from your bank or 
credit union. You can even try both, as there’s no telling who will find you the best rates 
and terms for your situation. 

The dealership’s finance manager can help you choose the best plan for your personal 
situation—but the choice is ultimately up to you. Once the paperwork is filled and filed, 
it’s time to hop in and drive home… many new adventures await! 

Example: New 2018 Toyota Camry 2.5 L. MSRP $24,685. Limit one coupon 
per household, per transaction. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at Bohn Toyota. 
Not combinable with any other offers. Present this coupon upon arrival before 
negotiating your best deal. Excludes $200 dealer doc fee. Expires 12/31/18. 

$500OFF MSRP
ON A NEW
VEHICLE!

RECEIVE


